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10 November 2018 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
MACAA has been working for over 50 years to eradicate the causes of 
poverty in the City of Charlottesville and the Counties of Albemarle, 
Fluvanna, Louisa, and Nelson. MACAA works with individuals from early 
childhood through adulthood to provide education and services that will help 
lift them out of poverty.  
 

 
MACAA positively affects the lives of the youngest 
members of our community through its Head Start 
program. Each year, Head Start provides a 
comprehensive early childhood development 
program for more than 200 three- and four-year-old 
children from families in the greatest need. Ninety 
percent of the children must be from families having 
incomes below the poverty level, currently defined as 
$25,100 for a family of four. Additionally, at least ten 
percent of the children served by Head Start have an 
identified disability.  

 
Project Discovery promotes academic 
achievement as a means of propelling low-income 
high school students out of poverty. It focuses on 
helping low-income students prepare for and pursue 
a college education. Over 120 Project Discovery 
students are served each year, and many of them are 
the first in their family to pursue post-secondary 
education.  These students receive assistance with 
completing college applications, locating financial 
aid, planning their careers, and preparing 
academically for success in college. 
 

If you donate to MACAA 
before 15 January 2019, it 

will be doubled up to 
$25,000 thanks to a 

matching grant that was 
received from an 

anonymous donor. MACAA Board of 
Directors 
 
Leslie Fox-Deane 

Kim Hubbard 

Dawn Kidd 

Justin Mallory 

David Mellen 

Garrett Smith 

Erin Schneider 
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MACAA’s Hope House is a family stabilization 
program that provides housing, advocacy, and support 
for families who are experiencing homelessness or in 
imminent danger of becoming homeless. Participating 
families often face unique barriers to self-sufficiency. 
Hope House is a structured program that focuses on 
living wage employment, educational opportunities for 
adults and children, money management, and other 
goals that enable families to build on existing 
strengths and achieve success. 
 

With offices in Fluvanna, Louisa, and Nelson 
counties, MACAA’s Rural Outreach program 
provides emergency assistance to families to prevent 
evictions and utility disconnections and to meet 
other essential needs including food and clothing. 
Each site director also serves as a critical source of 
information and connects clients to a wide range of 
services to meet their long-term needs. The 
Fluvanna office operates a thrift shop as well as a 
food bank in conjunction with the Fluvanna 
Christian Service Society. 

 
MACAA depends on your contribution to achieve our mission of lifting people out of 
poverty. Strong local support makes it possible to leverage additional funds from 
other sources and increase the vitality of our community. 
 
To make your Annual Fund Donation online, please visit: www.macaa.org/donate 
 
To make your Annual Fund Donation by check, please complete the enclosed card and 
mail the card and your check in the envelope included with this letter. 
 
Thank you in advance for including MACAA in your end-of-year giving plans and 
participating in our work in the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

      
David Mellen, President   Harriet D. Kaplan 
MACAA Board of Directors  Executive Director-Head Start Director 


